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T0 THE PUBLIC. 


Ig HE Wesr 1 Mani ares For? Pa 


Es, together with the MERCANTILE INTEREST of 
LIVERPOOL, acknowledging, with the most lively sen- 


sibulity, the very eminent services of His Royal High- 


ness the DUKE or CLARENCE, were eagerly solicitous 
| to publish his Sentiments on the last Discussion of the 
SLAVE TRADE. Their application meeting with the 
desired effect, they NOW offer the SUBSTANCE of His 
RoyaL HiGHNEss's SPEECH, in the present form, not 
only as a testimony of their greatest esteem, but as tie 
best means of combating, in a rational and argumenta- 
tive way, the erroneous and dangerous doctrines of their 
_ adversaries——For Similar reasons, they have also re- 
guested the publication of the very able SPEECH of the 
Earl of F whose permievion has also 


been oviamed. - 
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MY. LORDS, 
A] HEN contemplating 1e vast Import- 
W anee ef dhe present question, I feel 


concerned and p 
to my lot to open a discussion of sueh mag- 
nitude. It would have been fortunate in- 
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rplexed that it should fall 
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deed for those materially. - 1 e 
ships unde 


bs 


me of your Lorddhips = 


duous task. 
are much older than ae congequentl 
and  experie nge, 
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more than what was satisfactory, I, for one, : 
4 plead guilty. It was my wish, by the most 


0 2 5 5 „ 4 


much abter Sen better calculated to form 4 
25 correct jud gment ol the su : 
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that the at 


Bill. If professional knowledge and local 


experience have extended the examination | 
at the Bar to a length that may, in the opi- 


nion of some Noble Lords, have been much 


minute research, to produce such a body of 


evidence as would convince your Lordships ” 
| 1 of the rectitude and policy | 
whom 1 have the happiness to act. We 5 
5 hare not been the cause of unnecessary de- 
Ta ay. The delay has, in fact, originated 
LY with the Noble Secretary Einzels; for on the 
4 day appointed for the second reading of this 
©] Bin — upon Which a had intehded' to have 5 
25 submitted a motion to your” Lordships—he 5 


of those with 
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The d Noble Secretary of State ad 8 
| ville) has frequently | thrown out the idea, 
ay originated with those Peers 
who had taken a decided part against the . 
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3 5 0 3 3 
SZ ptesented a petition 868 the Sierra Leone 
Company in favour of it. I beg, thereſing 5 

that the delay may be attributed to . those | 
: who have actually produced it. we al 10 
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Re on every occasion, n he sub- 
5 ject of the Slave Trade has been mentioned 25 
in this House, declared, that I never would | 


N : act but i in the most open, honourable, and 8 


h 


candid manner; and it being the intention 
of those Noble Lords with whom I have the. 
honour to agree, to persevere firmly i in their 
resistance of any plan of Abolition, I did not, 
” although fully empowered, object to the pe- . 1 
titioners being heard by Counsel at the bar- = 
| It is not my. most distant intention to throw 
any censure upon the Noble Secretary 8 
State, whose general conduct, during the 
present critical Situation. of Europe, has been : 
such as to prove his affection to the King 
and country. To him I impute no blame 
: upon the subject of the Petition in favour of 


the Bill; but far Ae do 1 think of | 


E Bill u Was first n i up to 


- upon the general grounds of Abolition ; and 
indeed, thanks to Mr. 
5 to defend it upon tl 
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iu Fo percons 80 well acquainted with the 


. 4 history of this country as your. Lordships, it 
_ would be too great presumption « on my part 


to engage your attention, by a detailed ac- 


count of the African Trade carried on by the 


4 European nations; suffice it to say, that in 
1 the year 1442, the portuguese began it. In 
„, the Portuguese built the first forts on 

me Gold Coast, and had thirty-seven vessels 

in the trade. In 1502, the Spaniards com- 


5 menced the same ade; and 85 en, 
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7 this: House, my = 
: Lords, I own I did not conceive it possible 
; for its supporters to defend the measure, but 


lomer, he took care 
© principle of total and 
—F complete Abolition... I may, therefore, be 
| permitted to enter with the same firmness | 
| mY he ne principles of the whole 


APA + 


( 5 * 
— v. all. owed the Portu guese! 1s fun 


| Hispaniola, Cuba, Jamaica, . d Porto nice. 
with 4000 saves annually; e AED 
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That able EO PET Hawkins, in 156 
first eailed to Sierra Leone; and at that time 
the African T rade Was considered of such 


trade there. He gives an account of their 


| birbarity, and states, that the people were at 


that time mere Slaves. He also menth 


| quar ter of the world; 80 that your Lo 
may perceive, that even so early as he lat- 
ter part of the sixteenth century, t the 


in the West Indi ies, considered the Slave Trade 
as abs solutely necessary for the existence E 
these colonies. It is 8aid;t 
gave the first charter, and 1 believe the fact, 
as it comes from Aa very respectable channel. 


Im 1618, James J. Srantsd 2 charter to Sir 
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importance! in this country, that Auen Eli. | 
_ zabeth, the ensuing year, sent Hawkins to 
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that he found the French trading. in that i 


1e diffe- 
rent nations of Europe that had eee 
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gran ind her; ; but t the troubles, ope 


We: 75 3 
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durin the. latt tter part of the reign of the un- 
| forme ; Charles, and the capture of 


. a your Ce. Tod even bee, © lax = ni * 
ies did not annihilate the. trade. Upon the 
are of Jamaica, Cromwell. promised to | 


ot 


Send asupply of Afr cans; and highly requi- 
was, for the British settlers 
| would not undertake to cultivate. the lands 


indeed it 


Wales, aan #6: Protectorate 


Robert Rich and 1 . as 1631, Charles T, ; 
* the 15 


— 


<2 The; TY events. _ . n War, : 


n Jamaica, unless encouraged and protected 


y 8 promise of the Usurper. 


20 


ascertained t the impo 


the settlers in their opinion of that noeeuity; 
| hoes pre Barbadoes had, by fatal experience, 


bility, of carrying on 


labour in tropical climates b by Whites. In | 


1 . (charke II. dane a new charter to. : 


* 


of Y ork; "was at the. head of it. In 1665, 
Zompany's factors settled at J amaica. 
In 167 another African Con pany was 
formed, the King himself, the Duke of York, T 
Prince Rupert, with others, appeared as the . 


| patrons, and San of hi _ rank, amongst 
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In 1688, the Revolution put an end to 


the Company, because all monopolies a ere 1 


* 


contrary to its spirit and principles. - it] In 


1698, the first Assiento Contract Was en- = 


tered into with the Spaniards, and en 
ed l by 4 Ki _ William. „In the same year th 1 
famous 1 as passed by Ling William, ene 1 
titled, 56 An t for the Protection of that. 

T1 ade; and for gle Ad vantage of England, _ 
and the Preservation of its Colonies.” This 
Act is considered by ä ne | est Indians as | 
their 0 n e „ 
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piness of the - 
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> the honour of 4 ess 


; tl! n þ 446] S o 
ing the tatthy ht of: ob King William, and 
the wh ol 


7 In the Proce ed ings of Parliament from 17 
0 ang are +1100 to wen we 5 


| on you alias that the WG f Utri 


| the consequence of chat wa 
sioners appointed by her EY for the 


] N. were the Earl Strafford and the 


Bishop of Winchester. In thei 1 instructions, 
he Assiento Contrac Was one of ie articles 


| Reverend and” 
4. unde ts 


abs 06; 


e, and many 5 whoa: dexcendants 1 


le of the reign of Queen Anne, the 
IF Parliament was engaged i inthe African trade. 5 


The Commis- | 


of peace; and 1 cannot e that a Right | 


60 


rticle in his taten babe 3 
idered the slave Trade as contrary to the 5 


- bonign- dictates of the Christian religion 
Aueen Anne, in her most gracious speech 
of June 6th, 1712, from the throne of the 
810 House i in which I. have now the ho- 8 
nour of addressing your 5 
tions this essential Gran in ufer of 1 
- Great Britain. ie tis © . 118 5 43900 8 


4- ordships, men- 


. Ae ee eee 
the speech of the Sovereign to be the speec 
of the Minister; Lam therefore to suppose £ 
chat the then Min: istry considerec 1 the Assi- 
ento Con r ict, as a matter of the highest ad- 
| vantage to the Queen and her subjects, and 
an article to be insisted upon, in 8 onsequence 
of the glorious termination of the war. But 
a reference to the speech itself may serve 
dot dissipate any doubts which may arise in 
| nds. In one e passage Queen 
n n that IT ö 


5 „ Ir Tance, i - 
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en an union was the principle I I laid di own 
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ment of his tr My: 8 


SEP OR 60 The Wien of ths Ban of St. 


eee between us and the French. hav- 
Ing been the cause of great 1 
and damage to my subjects, 


manded to have an absolute cession made 10 


us e chat whole island, 1 and France er 
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7 ad 1eotly; dels: 18 is far th > most « | 
tial passage of the spe een Majesty mos 
ne states B it 
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Fg us to some ee in the terms of 


peace, I have INSISTED and OBTAIN ED, 
That the 4881ENTo, or CONTRACT FOR FUR» 

W EST InDiEs WITH 

2 _n be. lade le wih us for the term 


0 NISHING THE SPANISH / 
Pee 8 


ale panes which 
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E 2 has been enjoyed by the F rene for hebe es 
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| After, hows pontigent; quotations, L _—_ 
a farther impress on the minds of my 


auditors the vast importance of the West In- 


did Settlements, | Here I might make my 
stand, were it not that the spirit of perversion 


5 and falshood, ever hostile to the rights « of the 
Liverpool Merchant and West India Planter, | 


demanded. my most e and active inter- 
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The a di to su wool 1 | 
4800 Negroes annually, lasted till 1750. 


. Upon the Peace of 1763, the Assiento 
5 Contract was not renewed; and, my Lords, 
2 Right, Honourable and eloquent Author, 
now no more (Mr. Burke), wrote in the 


WW strongest manner possible against the impo- 


the Spaniards with 


licy of the peace of 1763, because this coun- 


niards but even. the: 


not only netted to ee the Spa- „ 
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ler part of i 


4 let; and "emphatically concluded. 


Xx: 3 12 * 


and in 17 65; upon the — of dmini- 


_ vtration, the Right Honourable Gentlema 


| brought i in his first Free-Port Act, and which 


as continued to be adopted by the Govern- 
ment down to the ae moment. wy ror 
my Lords, be thought : 
ce 8 fe he ould e 
olition of the Slave Trade; ; 
ny other 
there are several alles eee 
e leable with the prominent features. I per- 
| feetly well remember, my Lords, chat when 


choughti it my duty as a Member of Parliament 
to take a decided part in this imp ortant busi- 
ness, T had occasion to mention to the Right 
Honourable Gentleman his change of senti- 
ments. He acknowledged that my obs rva- 
tion Was just, As referring to his former con- | 


$6. My 


ee must rise . in judgment 
 exifight c hed hene for t] 1 1 


1 


Posdtion; and if in the vale of life 


B28 Hy 


\ # 
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YL nute 
I address your Lordships, t 


WS 


n 


to deviate. from en principle , can 2 


But We hall, my va 2 a: more mi- 


Ey. At the very moment in x"whioh 85 


the 
; African Trade is thus: PE Foy 6; and | 
| eighty-three vessels, measuring 49,065, fam ; 


_ navigated bn 6276 eamen. ibs oy: "yy 


55 
5 1 S 


—— 


Haring given ih account t of hes Abend | 


| Wie and brought it down to the present 
moment, I beg leave to call your Lordships 


attention to the Sierra Leone Company, who 
” are the Petitioners 1 in favour of this Bill. Mr. TJ 
— .. that; be..cbjes. of 
2 the Company was not so much that of com- 

merce, as a total and complete Abalitves!: * 
- approve of his confession, and admire his 
: candour: but while I bestow encomiums on 
ns _ Omen of his a and the honesty of 

9 ; : „ 5 his 


166); 


U, I implore your reales atten 
1e interest of tlie West- 


1 non. „ my Lords, to t 
8 India N erchants 8 and 2 Planters, ö who ad ven- a 


ture in Colonial Commerce, on the solemn 55 
8 ge. and honour of the Britich Govern- | ; 


pr Ro From: what 1 have eabmitied: to your: bed: 
Alien} relative to the History of the Trade, it 


is evident that the traffick 1 in Slaves 1 is con- 


genial with and suitable to the manners, 


=] laws, and customs of Africa. No wonder, 
herefore,” that the chiefs, princes, and the 
different native powers of that country, Should 
4 set their faces e Ye New Setter at 


— 


1 pl Paws and A1 r. M gs the 0 

0 evidences F produced at the Bar in favour 
of the Bill, are men, it must be conſesed, of 
the most accommodating memories. It is 
difficult to follow them through all their va- 
rious digressions. When it is convenien 7 | 


7 — * Fa * 
„%% > he 
_ 'S . . 
; - 7 ; 
4 : 
— * N + [4 : 


"they ay 


85 ir to ae FI most ten: * a ous a a 
perfect i recollection; nal when 


. suits their 


purpose, their memories; with remarkable fs: + 


_ cility, totally fail them, Mr. Dawes; ia. ma- 
rine officer, who had th honour of serving 


dhe | Ling the py the last War „5 and = 5 


-bbllept 1 "0H Gow l gentlemen. cha to 
call the Nova Scotia Blacks! These Blacks 
were Slaves in the American Cole and 
promised their freedom by Royal Proclama- 
tion, upon condition of serving the whole 
war with the army; in which situation they 
acted as guides and Pioneers; and in every | 
menial capacity that an army requires. On 


the Peace of 1783, chese Negroes were car- : 
ried to the remaining part of the British set- 8 


tlements in North America, where the 80 


vernment of this country, with great libera- 


lity, gave them tools and utensils for the erec- 
tion of houses and the cultivation. of. their. 
lands; in addition to these cherishing acts, 
e were Gs: appel the. firxt year with 
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with a sufficiency for 


5 i mu of the " 


1 alt the inger | 
Mur. Stevens, the learned counsel eee 
obliged to admit, that th 

establishment of the Galen of: Africa is 


d year with what 0 ans\ N 


. 
* ö 2 8 
* N 
5 11 
F 8 


the ſostering hand of goverr 
ed out in vain; these Negi 


_ | gular and wanton ke 5 SO provi- 
| ions 80 humanely bestowed upon them, sold 
their utensils of husbandry, relapsed into a 


ation, and by vari- 


1 tate of idleness and dissi 


ous stratagems arrived in this country, where 
1 they were taken up by the Sierra Leone Com- 


; pany, to be 8 as a SHOOT on oor 


* 


b ri : 


Don your 3 1 PS * su 3 that PR 


. 


ous: and logical arguments of 


: | 40⁰⁰ 1120 ow ann ) N | . while their expence is 
| [1 Cour A will i that 
the Sierra Leone Comp: 


2 er 8 * 
=> months consumption. But in this instance, 
nt t was stretch. 5 


E 17 * „ 
; "fine: Fw 250 O00l.; th u 1 Mr. Sache I has "las | 
- boured' to: prove, that at present they are 
worth. 50, 000“. though 1 have the strongest ” 
E reason to believe that they are not worth | 
more than 30, 000“. By Mr. Stevens's WI 
5 account, there i is an annual deficit of 60000. | 
” yer 
| colonists, as they wish to be thought, must 
E shortly dissolve partnership, or continue wade 
2 an immense loss, and consequently . 
. erease their afin, or beco ; 1. .. | 


60 9 ED Sack: a the n ee N i | 
8 Sch this investigation has been carried on 
by those Noble Peers who support the Bill, 
1 am confident, that if M. r. Mungo Park had 
bee n favourable to the Abolition of this 
3 he would have been brought to your 
Lordships Bar. xt am, therefore, not a little 


ar; so that these great and flourishing 05 


sur prised to hear M . Stevens. quote certain . 


pages in Mr. Park's very excellent work. 
And, my Lords, nothing could $0 com- t 
N refute M . Stevens J different quota- 

| ODE ""_ 
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Aiuistrict. 


0 1 8 Ny 
8 . {as 0 . but elegant A forcible 


5 ; F 


1 | — addy and learned f iend, i 


but very little known to Eu 


opeans; nor in- 


5 deed « can it be a matter of astonish — 


th one exception, c or two, the 01 
_ ions on' which that coast has been visitec 


2 | by Europeans, Were for the purposes of nal. 
fie; and it is well known, that on euch ad- 


| and Masters of e 18 occupied by ob- 


5 _ of commerce. But, my Le rds, it is to 


tifying, that the plain, undi- 


Grd, and a pl 3 * at your 
. 0 esent investi- 
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| gation, ads on the PA = inquiry nade 
. vome- Heads wat 4d the African Merchants, 5 


| Park, relative 
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quoted from the same author, by 
Mr. Law. 5 
Ihe interior of Africa, my Lords, is at best 


ent of Mr. Mungo 
to the intended prohibited 
It is therefore but fair to presume, 
5 no" wo Mr. Mungo 0 or ah other 1 un- 


111 Ss 


E 


ts 12985 aids: af the Slave Cot, the evi- 5 

dence produced upon the general investiga · 

Hom at er + Lordships Bar, by the African 
woul have proved equally aue ” 


are | $—AL 15 repeat it—for 
is sake of many -this Trade ought to 
continue; for how many thousands, how 


: many millions of lives have been Saved * i 


the Kingdom of Dahon 
| bloodshed has been spared amongst the 
uvretched and miserable victims in that quar- 
ter of me de, thus rescued from the 
knife. To 00 =o | 


yt! and how much 


SS 


Mr. Mectulay, that very Abbe 3 
Witness, who sometimes inadvertently glances 
at the truth, has entered into the different 
causes of Slavery i in Africa, and has given a 
very minute account on tlie subject of kid- 
napping, in which, my Lords, he does not 


dare to insinuate that the British Trader KW: 


n e concerned. 2 As for War s being | 
7 0 5 RE - | the 


Un | 'E: RON is + proved by. Mr. 
5 ark, that whether upon the Coast 01 
Interior, so far from that being favourable. to | 
the slave Trade, that ir either situation the . 
- Trade ſor the time is utterly suspended: W 
1 thereſore it is not the interest of the 'British' 
:, ader to encourage wars amongst the na- 8 
= tives. But 1 beg pardon of the Commercial 


: 1 World. have too great a respect for the 


Character of a British Trader, to suppose that 
he would be guilty of such infamy. His con- 


„ duct is distinguished by plain dealing and 
5 honest meaning; ; and he has too much pride 


| of character to deviate from the paths of bios 


» Nour. i= 


s 
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In athi climates, where hk is NEON : 
3 cultivation is Little attended. to. 
Ur. Park bears strong testim ony to that fact. 


f. baving been in the East Indies, on men- 


tioning to the inhabitants of the interior of 
Africa the advantageous uses to which. the 
5 e and 9 are applied on that 


. %% Toa 6. continent, 


5 8 ; continent; this natives „dd at him,; and 
observed, that the only beast of burden 
was 7 the mw W henever a famine arises in 
any country where cultivation is little known, 
the consequen ces must indeed be fatal; and 

hs, Mr. Park | mentions several 


| during dear 
2 instances of the natives Selling themselves for 8 
” cs for crimes being the cause ol Slavery 
in Africa, it is, my Lords, even no more than 
the law of this country; for what are the 
= convicts that are annually transported to 
15 Botany Bay b but Slaves? The last cause of 
i Slavery in Africa, and which Mr. Stevens 
has, with his usual candour and. close argu- 
ment, dwelt largely upon, is the crime of 
| Witchcraft. Now, my Lords, though this 
country has been for many centuries under 
the benign influence of Christianity, i it is a fact 
well ascertained, that at che close of the last 
century, people were tried and convicted ol 


1 5 Wann Can 1 Lordships, therefore, 5 
Ie 


EE 22 3 | 
be ator ish ak that the. mild, ferocious, and 2 
ignorant African, unenlightened by che 
Christian Religion, hould frequently consi- = 
zrs0ns conversant with, and conse- 
| quently guilty of a c mm uunication with evil 
spirits 5 Indeed, my Lan. though the ci- : 
7 alization-of Africa was professed to be, toge-- | 
ther with the Abolition of the Slave Tra d * 
=" 3 ob ect of the Sierra Leone 
Company, it « s not appear that any great 
benefit can soon arise from the propagation 
of Christianity under the influence of this 
Colony; for even . r. Macaulay has ac- 
| knowledged, that for the last three years no 
\ Clergyman of the Church of England has 
been within the Settlement; and indeed, 
notwichstanding that the salary of Chaplains 0 
was 1404. per annum, no clergyman, after 
 earnest Solicitation, could be procured to ven- 3 
ture to this ponds 0¹ 8 climate. 
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| Africa is Slaves, Every other article of Com- 
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= merce, 


5. 2 


# mere e, even een ivory, - is ver. mall; 
: and many of these articles, it has been Satis 
t rily proved at your Lordships Bar, have 


- lain upon the hands of the denn of this 
= country at a considerable loss. It has been 
: stated by Mr. M ucuuldy, and likew-ise by 
= Slaves; Who attend the caravans of Slaves 

eat numbers, 


Mr. Daves, that the Grumatt 


8 or 10M 


55 : down to the coast, must be i in gre 
in order to carry back the different 


; Manufactures bartered for a n of ivory. Th 
is a very specious, though a a ver) fallacious 


8 argument, in support of the idea i ten 
sed upon your Lordships mi 


be impres 


: the friends of the Bill, that the Slave Trade 


s not so materially an object with the natives, 


as that of other productions in Africa. Mr. 
Macaulay and Mr. Dawes are obliged to ad- 
mit, chat the ivory brought down to the mar- 
: kets i 1s suspended upon the backs of the Slaves 
for sale, and, consequently, that it cannot be 


: brought down tem the interior in a other 
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| Sug y "4. 98 8 
deal as ine as in Africa. I he rea- 
„ my Lords, I take to be the same with 
n ans as with the A ricans; ; namely, 
ae conveyance 1s water- carriage; and 
Africans, as well as the North Ame- 
rican Indiaris, have —_— a. few, — 
places b etween their gre 
cation: Therefore, my 1 Lor S evident, 
| n > goods, bartered in lieu of i ivory, : 
e on y ca arried short. distances by men, and 5 
ans orted ch 1efly by water. Far be it from 
ie, my Lords, to draw any insidious TY N 
rence from the evidence of Ar. Macaulay | 
or Mr. Dawes, relative to Grumattes, or Do- 
mestic Slaves, employed by the Colony, not- 
withstanding that the charter does not per- 
mit such a conduct, directly or indirectly . 
but Slavery is 80 congenial to the laws, ha- 7 
bits, and customs of Africa, chat even M "IF 
Park, th his extensive knowledge of that . 


territory, : 


* \ 
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sion on the minds of your Lordships; but „„ 
man less suspicious than m: self might have 5 

1 5 good grounds for insinuating,! that some M \ | - | 

bers of the Sierra Leone Company view, with 
7. envious eye, the advantageous traffic now 
Lo, carried. on between the African and British : 
Trader. If the grand object of the Sierra 

5 Leone Company, like every other Commer- Eo. 
cial Association, be gain rather than loss, „ 
| have a right to think that some of the Mem- : 
bers lament their exclusion from the Slave 5 


| Trade. If there be no.cause for this suspicion, | 
why molest and annoy. the British Trader in 
the exercise of that traffic sanctioned for such 5 
a long series of years by custom and by Par- 
liament ? Surveying the subject in this view, 
1 have a right to maintain, that the British 
x Legislature, on the, passing of the Act for 
: F and Establizhing the Sierra 
! Leone 


E's * 
* ho * — : "hy 
. ; 
1 


8 their former Acts in favour of tl e Slave Trade. 


$01 tender was the Parliament of that period, 


| _ hat- of 1790, about the: acknow- 
right of the Britich Trader to Africa 


5 t fearful of affecting the interest of the 


West India Merchants and Planters, by the 
monopoly or pri 
5 they cautiously introduced in the Bill, for 

the Establishment of the Sierra Leone Com- 
| any, the papa he One? 1 


. « Provided: 8 Ss be it further a, 
That it shall not be lawful for the said Com- 

: FO pany, either directly or indirectly, by it- 
4 self or themselves, or by the Agents or 
„ Servants of the said Company, or other- 


wise howsoever, to deal or traffic in the 
ws buying or selling of Slaves, or in any man- 


ner whatsoever to hare, hold; ; appropriate, 


or employ any person or persons, in a 


* ctate of W in es service c of the ad 
I Company.” | 


nh ONCE? a0 3 = 


hibition of the Slave Trade, 
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And . my Lords, I have additional. = 
| prot to offer concerning the protecting wis- 
dom of the Parliament i in favour of the Britigh 
der to Africa. In another part of the 
same law i is a Clause, expressly « 86 curing 
e Britigh Merchants to Africa Hom - 
« the operations of the Act.“ What am 
1 my Lords, to conelude from this pro- 
tecting Clause, but that the wisdom of Par- 
| lament, penetrating into futurity, had re- 
solved that all the former Acts of the D 
lature should be respected and confirmed 
eyond the possibility of a doubt? If I 
am wrong in my conclusion, then Why pass 
such a Clause in an Act of such vast impor- 
tance to thei interest of the Sierra Leone Com- 
pany? Why attempt to fix a stigma upon 
their future conduct, by supposing chat they 
would infringe upon the rights of the British _ 
Trader in the Slave Trade? Why introduce 
such a protecting Clause! pi Tf found requisite - 
to check and control future avarice and am- 
bition, my 9 is fortified in an im- 


* 


M i, . 


A * : 
e a 


6 2 * 
"as manner. If useless and bol. no. 
_ avail, this part of the act is an exposure of 
- the ſolly and absurdity of Parliament. It is 
a mere | piece of waste paper, and serves to 
com memorate the weakness of the legisla- 
ture. But, my Lords, 1 have too great re- 


spect for the proceedin gs of A British Parlia- 5 


: ment to entertain for a moment such an opi- | 
nion. In acts framed and passed by the col- 
| lective wisdom of the British empire, by CD 


Whom every consequence is fully weighed, 
it would be a libel on Parliament to suppose 
that it could pass a Clause without some spe- 
cific object in view. The object, my Lords, 


was certainly the protection. of the right of 


the trader, acknowledged and established for 
time immemorial. I confess, my Lords, A 


astonishment at the presumption of the men 
calling themselves the Sierra Leone Com- 
| pany. They audaciously appear at your 

Lordehips Bar, and arrogantiy insinuate, 
that you are incapable of deciding” on the 

merits or demerits of an neter case of = 
| - _ 5 legislation. | 


| legixaion. n me il-founded We 065 hu- 


manity, they desire yo 1 to relinquish your 


"enki wealth, the sinews of our commer- 
_ eral existence, and sink into insignificance 
and con empt in the eyes of Europe and the 
world, by the adoption of their new system 
of Philosophy and humanity! They call 


upon you to disfranchise the 


industrious and respectable men of their 
birth-right as British subjects. These are in- 


- controvertible facts; but your Lordships pe- 
f : netration will easily discover the true aim of 
the petitioners, who labour s0 anxiously to de- 
stroy your former acts of Parliament. From 


Principles of honour and justice to the West 


India Planters, I appeal to the protecting 


Clause alluded to. But do not, my Lords, 
take my . dixit—let the clause apeak for 
itself: 


west India 
Merchants and Planters to depopulate Li- 
verpool and to deprive some thousands of 
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rights of : AI Britich 98 * 
; « * to Africa $048 to prevent, or in any man- 

ner to obstruct the ships or vessels belong- 
ing to British — from anchoring in 

19 Sierra Leone or Camaranc: Rivers, or in 
« any of the 3 bays, or barbours within 
1 * the limits opecified in this act, _ the _ 
. Ns $26 full liberty to the same to 3 
| - huts, - or sheds, on the 
- shores of the- said peninsula, for the Secu; 
1005 rity of the stores and accommodation of 

10 the 5 een . such occ _ 


temporary tents, 


A * 


It 8 Alelya N ks an a attempt 
1 thence been made to mislead the public 5 
mind, that European nations only carry on 
the slave Trade with Africa. Even Ar. Ste- 
5 vens allows, that Blacks are carried into Tur- 
CN . 1 bey, 


n for the es of Abebberiorns As 
to the fact, * will admit that gentleman to be 
right; but he is erroneous as to numbers; for, 

my Lords, the numbers annually transported 

: by the! astern channels to Turkey, to Egypt, 


: to Russia, and to the East Indies, are immense. . 


I Will not shock your Lordships minds by the 
5 horrid cruelties and barbarities which the mi- - 
serable and devoted wretches experience from 
the gratification of their Mahomedan and East- 

ern masters. And here, my Lords, I have a 
: right to draw a contrast between the huma- 
7 nity of the West India T raders, and the atro- 
city of those now described. In one case, 
we find the milk of human kindness; in the 

other, acts of turpitude and violence which 
outrage the sensibilities of mare, and mor- 


Ws en e mankind. | 


The poetagucee unten 40,000 annually 5 
1 to the Brazils. The French, previous to the 


Trang . the het Peace, N 


guese and native 
on at this time the Slave 1 rade throz 1gh Bom- 
„ | bay. Since that period, ft tax has been laid 
upon the importation of Negroes into that 
| =p place by British merchants. IJ am the. last f 
man in the world, my Lords, to detract from 


The Portu- 
| merchants. in India, carry 


1 e a —_ stbborn, facts. 


+ the merits of those concerned in the ma- 


4 nagement of- this business; and 1 dare say 5 , 


4 the Court of Directors ol the East India Com- 


pany were actuated by the most laudable 
” and humane motives, when they imposed 2 


2 upon the e of. ein 


K 3 
* 


But 0 M "hoy to. > thay: -high. an d 


u ken Association, I think it a matter of 
Þ great national importance, seriously to con- 


sider, how far it is prudent to encourage Not 


en the Portuguese, but even the native 5 
3 he 8 powers, 


* 


me 
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| powers; in efforts: for the improvement . 
xavigation; and the consequent increase of 
seamen, in seas so remote from our home 
possessions. And here, my Lords, I wish 
| to remark, That this observation arises n 
pure motives of patriotism, as I a 
| of impolicy and danger from such mal 
powers, when usurpin g and armed with che 
authority of the Ten h atone 
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Permit n me, my; 3 to We 50 ns 
additional truths. Sens 


» 


been at Gibraltar, that the Emperor of 
Morocco has a very large black army with- 
in his dominions, the number of which he 
regularly maintains by sending d down armed 
Moors to bring away, by force, the negroes 


from their wives and families, without | * 


| advat. age of barter, and without the most 
| distant respeet to the customs and manner 


the Africans. „„ . 
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cer of the army and navy who has 


8 ay. 8 Ky 
bs 1 have 
* 8 E ' 
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* Shall ae perl Ut His my remarks or on 
Africa with the er, and memor dle w words 
olf Mr. Fort eee en eee 


13 Such are the general outlines of that 


1 system of slavery which prevails in Afri- | 
ca; and it is evident from its nature and 


“ extent, that it is a system of no modern 


d date. It probably had its origin With 
| efore the Ma- 
1 homedans explored a path across the de- 
sert. How far it is maintained and sup- 
4 ported by the Slave Traffic, which, | for 
© two hundred years, the natives of Europe 5 


0 | « remote ages of antiquity, | | 


. « have carried on with the natives of the 


4 coast, it 1s. neither within my province, : 
yer to explain, 111 my senti- 5 
„ ments should be required concerning the 
« effect which a discontinuance of that 


&« nor in my po 


| E15 | \ : 11 | 
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« ners of the. natives, I should have no he» 
. « sitation in observing, that in the present 
z « unenlightened state of their minds, my 
"Mr opinion is, the effect would neither be so 
extensive nor beneficial, as many wise 
Lit Land Sex ee as e 35 
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view," in bet 1 b Sony's bad 15 
We of submitting to your Lordships, 
5 stated, that I should discuss this business 
upon che general question of Abolition, and 
being indeed supported by the arguments 
1 used both by Mr. Plomer and Mr. Ste- : 
vens, I naturally come, havin 4 left the 


African Coast, to the Middle Passage. : This 5 
subject having lately been much debated 


before your I 
under the unpleasant necessity of taking up 


;rdships, I chall not labour 


a great deal of your time. I have declared, . 


and 1 always shall declare, that I have been, 5 
that I am, and that 1 always shall be, a sin- 
cere friend to wise and humane regulations | 
"Foz „% WM 


« 50 


in tranzportin g the eg toes from Africa to 
the West ladies. een i 0 "en! i 
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he noble Eurl! my aka "OE 
is 80 advantageously for the King and 
OCountty, and so bonourably: for himself, 
e at the head of the” trade of this 


Ekingdom, 1 in the year 1788, brought i in the 
bist 


£2 


1 Bilt—a ery wise and useful 
ure: For, my Lords, should the'Britich | 
— under any false principle of 
| ibs crowd the slave ships to that degree 80 
as to produce pestilence and discase among 
1. the roës on board, it is humane, it is 
wise und yualerlvarthy, of this Great Com- 
mercial 5 to eee diseased and in- 
xcte Ns __—; into 
e an lbs est 110 Plantations. Let 
foreign nations, my Lords, if they choos: 
it, make no regulations for their own veal, 
| | and let them | es into 10085 ee _ 
| drought # from. e. coat of Ahlen; en we, 
. oO thank 
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of humanity, x4 


Lordships the wisdom and . gere of. 
. nabe friend“ s armngement; upon the 
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the year 17 97, for regulating the height 
between decks, which will not bear further 


ships will chere ore _ perceive, 
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Great stress as been laid upon the evi- 
dence of Captain Schaun; and, my 


to prove that my words and-1 my actions: shall 
always be he same, and that upon this 
grand and important question I shall always 
act with liberality and candour, I did not 
propose to Captain Schank certain questions 
relative to- the height between decks of 
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West India planters, 1 may bear witness pi 
their good conduct, to their hu anity; and : 
| to the care, and a attention of Weir Slares. 
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have arisen in the British West India islands. 
The first, the Maroon War, in the island of 15 
Jamaica. A tribe of Coromantine Negroes 
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| Z St. Vincent's. Hostilities were fortunately 
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= have been removed off the island. During 
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have remained steady and quiet, and xtill con- 
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and then supply different states and diffe- 


rent islands. The consequences that have | 


been 80 often drawn, —ihe t tearing of the 


| 5 1 Slave from his country and family, would - 
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| of our Slaves, but it is generally calculated 
at FIVE in the HUNDRED, or a TWENTIETH 
PART: This is little felt the FIRST year: ; 
nineteen Negroes hardly perceive that they 
do the work which the preceding year. em- 
5 ployed TWENTY 3 but the second year, the 
same work falls to EIGHTEEN 3 and if ano- 
ther year passes without any augmentation = 
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FIRST allotted to twenty. This must give 
| rise to DISCONTENT, DESERTION, ange | 
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7 with this surcharge of labour, 1LLNESS, and gs 
- AN EARLIER DEATH, must be the conse- 
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upon that subject; but I shall avoid all un- 
necessary illustration, either by 1 facts or ar- 
guments. All European nations are anxious 
to wrest this valuable trade out of our hands. ” 
. shall not, like some advocates for the mea- | 
sure, advance as an argument that the French 
haye abolished the trade, because they have 
at this time no settlements i in the West Ia 
That is a specious but a weak posi- 
tion. I have every. reason to believe, that 
the motiye for the removal of VICTOR Hu, 
GUEs from the Island of Guadaloupe, byt the 
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that land, dh. since the passing of the | 
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a reference to the policy of the Portuguese, 
"io carry on that trade with e n 9 5 
and e FEE 10 ER 12: gd e 


+2 


circumstances state ö 


* . 
- F R090 4 
} 3 . VE % 5 


kuckt stress has been laid upon the Abou : 
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in my hand a Bill received this day, drawn 
upon the Danish Consul in this country, in 
payment for Slaves bought so late as the 12h 
of February 1799; and it is equally well 
ascertained, that the Danisli Factors have, 5 
within these last twelve manths; returned to 
the Coast of Africa. In these instances, my 
Lords, Which * bave as great a right to im- 
Press upon your Lordships minds as the sup- _ 
28 of the n have to statements of 
a con- 
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carrying it on n for the Sp u 
truth. as well known, chat notwithstanding an 
Act of Abolition has passed the Congress, 
the government of that country is not suffi- 
eiently strong to enfc bree its own laws on 
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little heightened and inflamed by the many 8 
advantages obtainec under the anmlan of 
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knowing the advantages that may arise to 
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| another Edict of Aa more recent date, from 
| the same high authority, still greater encou- 
4 nagement is given to adventurers i in that trade, 
It has been proved at the Bar of this House, 
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- cient for the cultivation of those lands; 
: you have encouraged | us to invest Our for- 
tunes in these plantations; ; you have en- 
s couraged not. only your merchants, but fo- 
reigners, to advance their money in loans, 
to a vast amount, for the improvement and 
5 extension of this culture. If you now put 
a stop to the cultivation, we and our cre- 
ditors have a right, upon every principle off 
justice, to demand from vou a full indemni- 5 
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mne me, my Lords, to make some ar 


= additional remarks. Since the year 17 88, 


at which period IL trust I have proved that 
the British West India capital amounted to 
70 000, Oo0l. sterling, great political events 
have happened. Early in the year 179g, 
war took place between this country and 
France; and by the characteristic bravery 
and active exertions of our army and navy, 
the islands of Martinique, St. Lucia, and 
2 obago, have been conquered from the 
French; the island of Trinidad from the 
| Spaniards; and the settlements of Demarara | 
and Essequibo from the Dutch. Hence our 
additional wealth and plendour i in the West 


. Indies; and hence that unbounded in- - 


fluence which commands the peace ce of our 
settlements, and protects them ES: the i in- 


troduction of that political phrenzy that has 


outraged and convuzed the civilized d sbeiety 
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I cannot give your Lerdghipsa a more clear : 


1 demonstrative Proof, than that the trade = 


in 1796 required, 350, 230, tons, navigated * 


24,000 seamen. 


4. 3 83 2 
7 2 4 pb : f 5 
4 £ 7 , i > q . 1 9 8 * 
. . : 5 


- I of - 
' p * "I 
* # 22% * 5 F N 
1 8383 ; a * 
. £ 5 * > 
5 6 > * 4 2 
{ : . 
* a * 
7 4 x f 4 : . Te 2 
* 
4 + £ 
pt £ 


8 8 * : a 3 SEW 4 . R . 
4 L £ 92 8 $7 — 5 8 A Wa - 
* £ N bd: * ” 5 p \ . 4 
x , 4 „ 832 C Y 
. * 2 * 
: | 5 \ | 
x 8 
a , oO 
: : ; 8 1 : : : 
: , ” Ge 
* : * ky # ; „ FI * „ 3 
1 3 8 — 5 ; ; « FS £455 { 8 EE Ka Pre” Tx 
f * * 12 5 * : = 2 - * 4% . 5 1 2 5 r „ 
8 7 — « « 4+ $ 
* „ 7 ; ; 
. 5 - > « 
% . , F * 1 
0 1 S 25 
: 4 * 5 I 
; FRET 0 | NS : * K * + W 1 . 
2 * * - > * , * 1 & x i * 3 1 8 * 5 * 
. 714 OY Os A ==. *% 


Gros duties to Great Britain.” 7 
Value of Imports to the Ports gk ad 


i * +3 : 12 


of Great Britain 0 45 0000 


5 of which West India Imports 4 11 000 „000 
T 'onnage of the Port of Wang, | . 400, „00 


g Of- which West India Duty 3 5 96,9 0 
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After deseribin 1g our national happiness 


” an d prosperity in the West Indies, resulting 


from the united efforts of our 
and military enterpr ize, it may not be amiss, 


by way of contrast, to demonstrate to your 


Lordships what the F rench, during che same 
period, have lost ar 
of folly and infamy. 
1 Lords, for every cireu nstan 

with the existence of our West India Settle 
ments is also essentially connected with the 


un; * 
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no-dig 


existence of the Slave Trade. The French 


com at dle moment of the Rerolu- 
tion, d thus: {71 (14 1 9 1114 120 5 Haut 


£..3,900,000 
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TS, The French, b Siding yy o- FS, 


25 . reign tonnage, 5 350, 000 
Seamen (French)) Su 50 ,000 
pt 3 fourteen scamen to. 5 
every 10⁰ tons. . = 161 " N 


Their West India commerce PE. 
Þ alone, 600 chips a at 350 tos . 
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4 1 Seamen, fourteen | to 100 tons 8 8 | $9,000 
. ports from the West Indies 185 
millions livres. 5 2 3 . 
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= extimates 1 have clearly ſhoved, 
wat in the __ 1788 wag: hes 


_  groes, since the commencement of the war, 
5 en from £:50 to between £. 80 and 
4 | per head, the improvement 
he same pe riod much more 
than | e the advance; ang 
hence I am perfee etly well warranted in say- 
ing, that the whole, capital of the Old Bri- 
sh West India 8 amounts to at least 
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of property 1 1 
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L. 80,000, oo00 ste * IF Ales to add 
the . of the New West India property, 


namely, N the conqu ests from the French, 
e and | Dutch, amounting 4 ut Nad 


Ivy assert, that | 


ritizh Capital in the West Tn 


dies, is equal, upon a fair calculation, to ONE 
| HUNDRED MILLIONS. STERLING! A sum, : 


my Lords, which demands your most serious 
consideration, before vou consent to the 
Abolition of that Trade without which it 


: could not exist. When . say, that, on the 
proof of this interesting fact T repose the 0 


whele strength 'of r my argument, I am confi- 


: dent that your” Lordships will. pause, and 
fully weigh the consequences of your vote 
this evening.—1 am confident that, as the 
hereditary guardians of British subjects, vou 
10 will stretch out your hands to protect, not to 
- destroy—T am confident that, as hereditary 


councillors of the. GraWny. vou will give life 
and. spirit, instead of dejection and death, to 


5 A most numerous and most loyal description : 
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